A    WINDOW    IN    THRUMS

" Na," she said to the minister, who has told
me that he was a better man from knowing
her, " my thochts is no nane set on the vanities
o' the world noo. I kenna hoo I could ever
hae haen sic an ambeetion to hae thae stufi-
bottomed chairs/'

I have tried to keep away from Jamie, whom
the neighbours sometimes upbraided in her
presence. It is of him you who read would
like to hear, and I cannot pretend that Jess
did not sit at her window looking for him.

" Even when she was bakinV Tibbie told
me, " she aye had an eye on the brae. If Jamie
had come at ony time when it was licht she
would hae seen '1m as sune as he turned the
corner."

" If he ever comes back, the sacket (rascal),"
T'nowhead said to Jess, " we'll show 'im the
door gey quick/*

Jess just looked, and all the women knew
bow she would take Jamie to her arms.

We did not know of the London woman the&f
and Jess never knew of her. Jamie's mother
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